
Village of Creston Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 @ 7:30pm @ the Muni. Bldg. 
 

The Village of Creston Council met Thursday, September 8, 2011 @ 7:30pm @ The 
Muni. Bldg.  
 
Mayor Armentrout called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Members present:  Cm. Thomas Barrett, Cm. Lyle Kalina, Cp. Patrick Stefano, Cm. 
Keith Studer, Cw. Gerry Mills, Cm. Marlin Hostettler, Supt. Jason Flory, Mayor 
William Armentrout, Solicitor Allan Michelson and Clerk/Treas. Pam Hostetler taking 
the meeting minutes. 

Others present:  Bob Morehead reporter from The Post, Tom Phillips, Laura 
Croftcheck, Charlotte Stefano and Amanda Rolik reporter from The Daily Record  

Mayor Armentrout asked for approval of the August 1, 2011 meeting minutes. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Keith Studer and 2nd. by Cp. Patrick Stefano to 
approve the August 1, 2011 meeting minutes. 
 
Roll Call   6 for, 0 against    Motion carried 
 
Mayor Armentrout asked for approval of the July Finance reports.  
 
A motion was then made by Cm. Keith Studer and 2nd. by Cp. Patrick Stefano to 
approve the July 2011 Finance reports. 
 
Roll Call   6 for, 0 against    Motion carried 
 
Mayor Armentrout addressed the following:  
 

1. Mayor’s Monthly report: 
Total citations issued – 39 
Total money received - $3,054.00 
Village received - $1,647.00 
Computer Fund - $238.00 
State received - $773.00 
Enforcement & Education - $0.00 
Drug Fund - $396.00 
Restitution to P. D. - $0.00 



OCJS – discontinued as of 7/1/09 

2. Mayor Armentrout went over the August 2011 Maintenance report. 
- Replaced fire hydrant on Stebbins Drive 
- Repaired two water leaks on Erie Street 
- Open and closed (5) graves 
- Cleaned up Park for the Ox Roast and Car Show 
- Changed engine in 2005 Crown Vic 
- Flushed fire hydrants 
- Replaced more concrete in Crestview Dr. 
- Rt. 3 got repaired 

 
3. Mayor Armentrout informed Council that Ted Short from Rails to Trails 

contacted the Village to let us know that they would like to buy land that Ken 
@ the Creston Car Wash owns and then Rails to Trails will give the land to the 
Village of Creston.  Ted Short will be at the October 2011 Council meeting to 
explain. 

4. Cm. Lyle Kalina announced that the Creston Historical Society would like to 
save the old depot that is now the Village’s.  The Historical Society would like 
to move it but has no money to do so.  Jason Flory advised everyone that the 
Village will still use this building until it is approved to build a new building.  
Jason also offered to help move the building, but because of its condition 
Jason wouldn’t guarantee how many pieces it would be in after the move. 

5. Mayor Armentrout advised Council that he wants meeting agendas turned in 
the Thursday before the committee meetings.  There has been a problem 
with agendas not being turned in and then I have been at meetings where 
issues are brought up at the meeting that would require the Clerk Treasurer 
to have information ready.  Pam cannot have information ready if she doesn’t 
know what it is.   Pam would be happy to have information ready but please 
contact her and give her ample time to gather the information needed.   A 
brief discussion was held concerning who should submit the agenda to Pam.  
Mayor Armentrout advised committee members to contact their committee 
chairperson with anything they have and then the chairperson is to submit 
the agenda to Pam. 

6. Mayor Armentrout advised Council that in order to have our Village events on 
the Visitor Bureau’s calendar we need to decide tonight on dates.  Pam 
Hostetler stated that the Car Show will be on Sunday, September 2, 2012 and 
if Council wants to keep the Yard Sales on the same weekend, 1st. thurs. Fri. 
and Sat. of June, 2012, that falls on Memorial Day weekend.  The next 
weekend would be June 7, 8 & 9, 2012.  A short discussion was held with 
Mayor Armentrout stating we don’t need a motion for this, is anyone apposed 
to June 7, 8 & 9, 2012. 



7. Trick or Treat will be Sunday, October 30, 2011 from 5:30-7:30.  The 
Community Center will have refreshments 6:00pm.-8:00pm. with costume 
judging and prizes directly after Trick or Treat until 8:00pm. 

8. We have Resolution #11-5, authorizing the Mayor to apply for OPWC funds.  
This would be used for the Waste Water Treatment Plant upgrades. 

Cm. Thomas Barrett called for 1st. reading of Resolution #11-5. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
suspend the 2nd. & 3rd. reading of Resolution #11-5. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
adopt Resolution #11-5 as an emergency. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

9. Mayor Armentrout asked everyone to say a prayer for the victim’s families 
and for our whole nation as we come on the 10th. anniversary of 9/11. 

10. Mayor Armentrout advised Amanda Rolik reporter from the Daily Record that 
he was going to put her on the spot.  Mayor asked Amanda to put a correction 
in the paper concerning the statement that said, Council passed a motion to 
approve a 3 percent cost of living raise for Council members, in the last 
month’s Council meeting article.  Council members were not given a raise.  
The 3 percent raise was for all employees.  Amanda agreed to put the 
correction in the paper. 

Cm. Keith Studer asked Jason Flory how Crestview road repair was coming along.  
Jason replied that it would be finished next week. 

Cw. Gerry Mills asked Jason Flory about the Police Station catch basins.  Jason 
replied that he was rained out today, but they will be finished by next week. 

Solicitor Allan Michelson – 

1. Allan stated that he has Ordinance #11-9 to amend the Community Center 
appropriations.  Allan asked Clerk Treasurer Pam Hostetler if she would like to 
explain the amendment to Council.  Pam advised Council that she will need to 
amend the appropriations in order to pay the DJ the down payment for his 
services at the Halloween dance that was approved.  Pam explained that 
Council should have a snapshot of the Community Center fund in their packet 
tonight.  It is the same snapshot that all Council members receive with their 
monthly reports.  As you can see all but $24.48 has been encumbered.  I put 
$1,500.0 0 as the amount.  This should be enough to pay for Halloween 
dance, judging and Santa’s Workshop and any other misc. expenses for the 
remainder of the year. 



Cm. Thomas Barrett called for 1st. reading of Ordinance #11-9. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Marlin Hostettler 
to suspend the 2nd. & 3rd. reading of Ordinance #11-9. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Marlin Hostettler 
to adopt Ordinance #11-9 as an emergency. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

2. Allan informed Council that we have Ordinance #11-10 prepared for the pay 
raises approved by motion at the August Council meeting.  It seems this is 
how the auditors all of a sudden want this done.  Allan also explained that 
Pam Hostetler has been preparing a lot of the Ordinances and Resolutions 
and sends them to me to review.  This is saving the Village money.  Pam 
stated that she will comply with whatever the auditors recommend as long as 
they document the recommendation because ultimately it will save the 
Village money as well.  

Cm. Thomas Barrett called for 1st. reading of Ordinance #11-10. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
suspend 2nd. & 3rd. reading of Ordinance #11-10. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
adopt Ordinance #11-10 as an emergency. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

3. Allan informed Council that we have a Resolution #11-6, prepared by the 
County for the accepting of the amounts and rates of the tax levies for the 
Village.  This is done every year. 

Cm. Thomas Barrett called for 1st. reading of Resolution #11-6. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
suspend 2nd. & 3rd. reading of Resolution #11-6. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
adopt Resolution #11-6 as an emergency. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

4. Allan updated Council on the progress of the township boundary changes.  
Westfield Township is completely against it and so it hasn’t been approved.  



They don’t want to lose any revenue.  Allan stated that he thought that when 
it goes to the Medina County Commissioners that they would approve.   
 
Cw. Gerry Mills asked why are we doing this if it is Canaan Twp...  Allan 
advised Gerry that we are doing properties in the Village of Creston.  Only 
cities or villages can apply for changes like these.  Creston has the duty to do 
this for their citizens. 

Cm. Thomas Barrett – 

1. All police cruisers are running. 

Cm. Lyle Kalina – 

1. Safe Routes to School update – Dave Shipps stated that the survey & rough 
drawing are done, there are no utility problems.  Project should happen in 
late 2012, early 2013.  There is a concern on a couple easements. 

2. We made a grant request to the Romich Foundation for two large marquee 
signs and will receive notification either way within a week. 

3. Land and Buildings committee is making a request to repair the slate roof on 
the Community Center and Followay will do the work.  He is charging $45.00 
per hour per man.  A discussion was held and the following points were made: 

- Tom asked if there are any other estimates?  Lyle replied no. 
- There has to be two (2) estimates 
- How many men from Followay @ $45.00 per hour?  Lyle didn’t know 
- Is this Followay estimate in writing?  Lyle replied no. 
- Marlin stated that slate from our roof is coming off and sticking in the 

Moose’s new roof.  Tom has never heard anything from Jon Allen about this.  
Tom will ask Jon Allen about the condition of the Moose roof. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
require three (3) written estimates to repair Community Center Roof. 

Roll Call   5 for, Cm. Lyle Kalina against  Motion carried 

Lyle and Jason will get estimates for the Community Center roof. 

Cm. Keith Studer – 
1. Finance is recommending that we put gravel on the Municipal Parking Lot 

now.  We tabled the Municipal Parking Lot catch basin project. 
 

Cw. Gerry Mills asked about the puddling problem down the alley behind the 
Moose.  A lengthy discussion was held concerning the several projects in the spring 
directing water under the alley, putting limestone in the parking lot, what’s in the 
parking lot now (sanitary sewer).  There will be an ice problem this winter.   

 



 

Cm. Keith Studer advised everyone that this is tabled as of now; you will have to go 
back to Finance.   

Clerk Treasurer Pam Hostetler asked the Solicitor, when an issue is discussed by the 
sub-committee and recommended to Finance then tabled by Finance, can the same 
issue be brought back up over and over again at a Council meeting?  Are we 
proceeding properly?  The Solicitor replied yes, any issue that has been tabled can 
be brought back up by a Council member at a Council meeting. 

Note from Clerk Treasurer Pam Hostetler:  Rules of Council clearly states on page 
5A that all business for transaction by the council must be in the Clerk’s office no 
later than close of business the Thursday before the Council meeting on the Monday 
following.  The Clerk may prepare a last minute addendum, which may be added to 
the agenda by an affirmation vote of the Council. 

Cm. Marlin Hostettler- 

1. We want to sell, if we don’t want to put money in it let’s sell it.  Pam Hostetler 
asked Marlin to clarify, who are “we”.  Marlin replied Council.  Pam asked 
Marlin to clarify, what does Council want to sell?  Mayor Armentrout asked 
Marlin if he was making a motion to sell the Community Center.  Marlin 
replied no, the parking lot, let’s sell the parking lot.  Marlin then yelled at Cm. 
Keith Studer and Cw. Gerry Mills for talking out loud to each other and 
interrupting him when he is trying to say something.   
 
Note from Clerk Treasurer Pam Hostetler:  At this point everyone was talking 
out of turn making it very difficult to hear what anyone was saying. 
 
Mayor Armentrout then took control of the meeting by using his gavel. 
 
The Solicitor explained that Council would have to go to bid in order to sell 
the parking lot with either an auction with advertising for five (5) weeks or list 
the property with a Realtor announcing that the property is going up for bids.  
You would need to make this very clear with the Realtor.  Allan then 
continued to advise everyone that we would need a legal description. 
 
Mayor Armentrout explained that Jason Flory is ready to do the catch basins 
in the parking lot.  Council is who can’t make up their mind.  Jason stated that 
the price was $6,662.00 after he took out the 57 limestone from the quote.  
That’s been awhile ago and I don’t know for sure if I can still do it for 
$6,662.00. 

 

 



A motion was then made by Cm. Marlin Hostettler to sell the Municipal Parking  

The motion died on the table. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Lyle Kalina and 2nd. by Cm. Marlin Hostettler to 
have Jason Flory put in the catch basins at the Municipal Parking Lot for no more 
than $7,000.00. 

Roll Call   3 yes, Cm. Keith Studer, no   
      Cm. Patrick Stefano, no 
      Cm. Thomas Barrett, no   

Tie vote with Mayor breaking the tie with a yes vote  Motion carried 

Clerk Treasurer Pam Hostetler asked Council how they were paying for this. No one 
responded.  Pam stated that under her name on the agenda by letter b. the General 
Fund needs to move $10,000.00 in General Fund Capital funds to General Fund 
Other Operations.  Pam asked the Mayor whether he wanted her to proceed with 
this since they might want to weigh that into their decision regarding paying for the 
catch basins.  Mayor Armentrout instructed Pam to proceed.  Pam advised Council 
that she had included a General Fund snapshot in their packet tonight.  Pam advised 
them that they could use this snapshot to look at catch basin funding as well.  Pam 
advised Council that General Fund Other Operations has encumbered and spent 
most of the Other Operations funds that were appropriated.  There is $42, 061.00 in 
Capital Outlay and $37,000.00 in Contingencies.  In talking with Jason Flory 
concerning other Capital Outlay projects for the remaining of 2011.  Jason stated 
that he didn’t have anything else planned.  Pam explained that the Contingency 
amount is for unforeseen expenditures that might come up during the year.  Pam 
explained that the auditors seem to think that I need to approve this move of funds 
by motion although it is not required; it will be easier for them from an audit 
standpoint. 
 
A motion was then made by Cm. Marlin Hostettler and 2nd. by Cm. Thomas Barrett 
to approve moving $10,000.00 from General Fund Capital Outlay line item into 
General Fund Other Operations line item. 
 
Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A motion was then made by Cm. Lyle Kalina and 2nd. by Cm. Marlin Hostettler to 
approve $7,000.00 out of General Fund Capital Outlay to pay for the Municipal 
Parking Lot catch basin project. 
 
Roll Call    3 for, Cm. Keith Studer, no 
      Cp. Patrick Stefano, no 
      Cm. Thomas Barrett, no 
 
Tie vote with Mayor breaking the tie with a yes vote  Motion carried 
 
Cm. Marlin Hostettler asked Jason if he could paint the bike rack.  Jason replied yes, 
he will paint it next week. 
 
Clerk/Treas. Pam Hostetler –  

1. Pam asked for a motion to approve the payment of bills and vouchers totaling 
$65,894.13. 
 

A motion was then made by Cm. Marlin Hostettler and Cp. Patrick Stefano to 
approve bills totaling $65,894.13. 
 
Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 
 
Mayor Armentrout advised Council that the Solicitor is recommending going into 
Executive Session so Council can consult with the Village Solicitor concerning 
pending claims which may be subject of eminent court action. 
 
A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
go into Executive Session so Council can consult with the Village Solicitor 
concerning pending claims which may be subject of eminent court action. 
 
Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 
 
A motion was then made by Cm. Thomas Barrett and 2nd. by Cm. Lyle Kalina to 
come out of Executive Session. 
 
Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 
 
A motion was then made by Cp. Patrick Stefano and 2nd. by Cm. Keith Studer to 
approve the Village of Creston going to court if the outcome of the final review 
rules in favor of the Jami Dabernig. 
 
Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 
 
 



 
Interim Part-time Chief Bryon Meshew- 

1. Ptl. Dague attended 8 hour Ohio Amber Alert Conference August 3rd. in 
Columbus. 

2. Ptl. Dague attended 16 hour course on Ohio’s Elder Abuse at Richfield OPOTA. 
3. Whole department participated in the Homecoming Parade.  Traffic Detail 
4. Vast majority participated in manning the police booth at the Ox Roast both 

days. 
5. Chief Meshew (wife), Sgt. Felter, Ptl. Dague (wife), Ptl. Kannenburg, Ptl. Farley 

and NCO Rabatin participated in the 3rd. annual back to school FOP Shop with 
a Cop program.  We had the largest department turnout of any other 
department.  We helped 62 kids and the leftovers will go towards next year’s 
program. 

6. Chief Meshew was invited to become a board member of Medway 
representing the Village departments for Wayne, Medina and Holmes 
counties. 

7. Our department conducted traffic control for the 5K run. 
8. Still continuing to work on communication issues.  Nothing is resolved. 
9. F1 and F2 are back in service. 
10. CPD3 (Dodge Charger) striped and in service. 
11. Ptl. Dague is finished working on shotgun/Rifle mounts in CPD3. 
12. Working on MDT issues.  Power port replacement on (2). 
13. Conducted (3) gun firearms training on the CPD range 7p-10p on the 27th.  

Majority night shooting.   
14. Chief Meshew (family), Ptl. Dague (wife) attended the Medway Levy 

awareness/fundraiser. 
 
Cw. Gerry Mills informed the Chief that she has received calls to send $7.00 for 
teddy bears.  A discussion was held advising anyone receiving solicitation calls to ask 
how local the funds are staying, etc. 

 
Mayor Armentrout asked if there was anything else to discuss tonight. 
 
Next Council meeting will be Monday, October 3, 2011 @ 7:30pm. @ Muni. 
Building. 

A motion was then made by Cm. Patrick Stefano and 2nd. by Cm. Marlin Hostettler 
to adjourn the meeting. 

Roll Call    6 for, 0 against   Motion carried 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

      Pamela J. Hostetler, Clerk/Treas. 


